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The Editorial Committee do not hald themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly

and on one side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un- -

less stamps are sent to cover posiage. Matter intended for the issue of
any particular month should reach the Committee before the 15th of
the previous mqnth.

i
Ourselves.

With this number we enter on the seventh year of existence.
Practically during the whole of this period, with the exception of
the first, the global war, as the present war has come to be known,
has been on us. That we have had, during these times of stress,
sufficient patronage extended to us to carry on as best as possible is
a sign that the Panchayat movement has an eternal inferest and it
shall, at no distant date, assert itself. “We thank our numerous
friends who have always been of good help to us in our endeavour.
We would desire, however, to request them to think of doing a little
more for us. Every Panchayat that is now a subscriber can easily
influence just another Panchayat not now our member to beoome
one. That way lies the line of progress for the cause. Unless offort

"is put in, even in times like this, we shall not be in a position, after
the war, to take up seriously those big schemes held aloft before us
for the reconstruction of our land. Nothing can help that recon-

struction so well as an all embracing net work of village organisa- .

tions like the Panchayat and the Co-ogerative Soci_ety. So we would,
_ urge our well-wishers to complete in time the universal spread of
Panchayats. As a first step in that directxon, a voice like ours which
ever proclaims the neoessity for it should be strengthened and
strengthened without delay. We hope that during this seventh
year of our career, we shall have the unstinted support of all
Panohayats in the province and of all Panchayat workers and shall
be able to do more and more service to the cause. "

The Madras Governmeni and Post-war Reconstruction.

Mr. T. Austin, Adviser to the Governor of Madras, did well to.
explain what the Madras Government contemplated to do for poat-.
war reconsiruction. He touched two main issues—Eduoation:and
Health. His anxiety to achieve literate electorates is qmte«af vﬁl‘

the

come sign that the Madras Gvovernment i.s no“t,“,u:n_mim}ful,o
f::clismegntal need of democracy. Mr. Austin, however, did not tgll
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us how his Government proposed to achieve literacy for the electo-
rate. What little attempt the non-officials have been making in this
Province to spread literacy has been greatly impeded by a G.O. of
1942 that is still in force. May we ask in all sincerity that
Mr. Austin do immediately cancel that G. O. so that free scope may
exist for the spread of literacy which he so prizes in a voter. We
are thankful to the adviser for envisaging starting of the VIth
standard in Elementary Schools universally after the war. Side by
gide, may we point out that the agency to manage elementary
schools should be the Panchayat. While experts look after the
technical side of schools, their ordinary management is best done by
the people’s representatives on the spot; for, it is they alone that
can have knowledge of the day-to-day conduct of the school. That
Mr. Austin has stressed the need that there will be for the reorienta-
tion of the scheol curriculum to suit the expanding needs of a new
technical age is all correct. We hope we shall be soon working at
basic education in this province. In matters of Health and Sanita-
tion what Mr. Austin said is very helpful and hopeful. Unlike many
others, he has not forgotten the Indian Medical man and his science.
A dispensary within a radius of two or three-miles and a hospital
within a radius of 5-6 miles if achieved would be really a revolution
in medical aid. We would suggest that the present Government
may take up four taluks in four-quarters of the Province immediately
and work out this scheme as a preliminary to the larger schemes so
that the experience gained may be applied to the whole Province.
On the side of sanitation also such an experiment may be tried on
the lines suggested by the adviser—namely, providing protected
water-supply for every village and keeping the village sites uncon-
taminated. While we congratulate the adviser on the practical
measures his Government contemplate to provide protected water-
supply and drainage to all municipalities and papchavats with
10,000 or higher population, we.would earnestly press on his atten.-
tion the need there is to take some such steps as we have suggested
in the other matters that the adviser hasreferred to in his very
sympathetic speech.

What about Village Roads ?

‘ Good, cheap and ample communications are vital to the agri-
cultural, industrial, commercial and cultural development of India,.
The programme envisaged is an ambitious one but that need not
frighten us. We propose to go on with our examination undeterred
by fears of finance and other difficulties.

So said recently Sir Mubammad Usman, Government of India
member for posts and air. We believe that this pronouncement from
such a high dignitary is a sign of the times and we hope that in
regard to communications a much more'liberal policy will be follow-
ed than has so far obtained. This gains strength from consideration
of certain actualities that must be faced after the war. The demobi-
lised army personnel,which will be very huge in number,will have to
be found smployment. A very small percentage of it may be techni-
cally employed. A litile more than that maygo into agriculture;
but, without further improvements for agricultural purposes and
substantial investment, absorption into agriculture of this population
will not be easy. The readiest employment to hand that the
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Government may find for these men, after the war, is improvement
of communications in the country. Machinery and material for this
purpose will be available in plenty also left over from the war. So
this brave pronouncement from Sir Usman is probably not to be dis-
counted: - But, as our readers know, we are concerned more with the
roads that. come within the jurisdiction of local bodies, more parti-
cularly Panchayats. We desire to draw attention to the fact that
the position in regard ta-these roads after the war began has grown
worse.

‘ Heretofore the district board was granting a fourth of the cost of
roads made by the Panchayat. The Government gave half grants.
So, the share of the Panchayat came but to a fourth. With the
vicissitudes of compensation for toll income the district boards do
not now disburse grants for roads to Panchayats. The Government
sticks to its half-grant. In days when prices for material and labor
have soared high the scheduled rates sanctioned have been enhanced
by 50 per cent. To take item by item labor has gone up in rates
150 per cent to 200 per cent. Cart hire to-day is three times what it
was before the war. The price levels for draught bullocks have touch-
ed a minimum of 300 per cent. Other material required for road lay-
ing like cemenst pipes and the like is well-nigh unavailable. Cement
in fact does not show its head at the controlled rates but hides fully
shrouded in black markets. Under such conditions, for Panchayats to
think of laying roads is to think of impracticabilities. Itis necessary
that the Government should come to the rescue. The scheduled
rates should be much further raised to make laying of roads a
practical proposition. The Government should make up their minds
%o assist the Panchayats in a more substantial manner. They will
do well to fix the contribution of the Panchayat at just a fourth of
the cost as it really was at one time. When Panchayats started work
under the Panchayat Act XV of 1920, next to schools, the greatest
achievement of the Panchayats was Roads. The Registrars-General
of Panchayats in those days encouraged the Panchayats by munifi-
cent grants and many a Panchayat enthusiastically took up road
works. If village communication should be anywhere near the
mark when reconstruction begins after the war and big schemes
come into operation, as they must, the policy of Government should
change even from to-day. They may begin now and here and make
it easy for Panchayats to take up improvement of communications
within their limits. In addition to bettering conditions in regard
to grants and rates, the processes in regard to estimating and sanoc-
tioning of estimates have to be still further simplified. Panchayats
should be allowed to group themselves together and employ their
own technical staff including overseers to draw up estimates. This
is a reform very long overdue and the Local Government should no
more permit the old state of affairs to continue. - :
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